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Fraser Salmon Bulletin No: 2025-5 Date:  October 30, 2025 

 
This is the fifth, and final, Fraser Salmon Bulletin for the 2025 season. The purpose of this bulletin is to provide 
you with the links and information to keep yourself up to date on in-season fishing information. 
 

Fraser Chum 

Johnstone Strait (Area 12) Chum Seine Test Fishery – Link to online information 

The 2025 Johnstone Strait (Blinkhorn & Double Bay) Chum seine test fishery will commence on September 22 and 

and concluded on October 21. Fishing was conducted up to seven days a week except during commercial fishery 

openings. 

Albion Chum Test Fishery – Link to online Albion information  

Fraser Chum are assessed in-season using Albion test fishery data to estimate Chum abundance, migration timing, 

and other biological information. The Chum test fishery normally runs every other day from September 1 through 

October 20, alternating days with the Chinook test fishery. From October 21 through the end of November, the chum 

test fishery operates daily. The gill net used in the Albion Chum test fishery is 150 fathoms long, constructed from 

6.75 inch mesh. 

Fraser Chum 2025 Integrated Fisheries Management Plan (IFMP) Link (p. 306) 

In-River  

A revised in-season abundance estimate for Fraser Chum run size was issued on the basis of later than normal 

migration timing observed this year (Fishery Notice 1147). Catch in the Chum net through October 26 totaled 1,808 

Chum Salmon. In-season estimates of return-to-the-mouth ("terminal") abundance for Fraser River Chum Salmon are 

based on historical information on the probable range of run size, timing, expansion line, and duration, combined 

with the current year's Albion test fishery catch information. Combining this data with the historical information on 

return size and timing in a Bayesian non-linear regression model resulted in an expected terminal Fraser River Chum 

Salmon return of 616,000 (median estimate), with a 50% migration date of October 21. The return is expected to be 

between 457,000 and 833,000 (80% probability), and there is a 13% chance the run size will meet the escapement 

goal of 800,000.  

The current run size estimate is insufficient to allow for recreational and commercial opportunities (including First 

Nations Economic Opportunities) in the Fraser River, subject to confirmation of the final run size estimate. Additional 

information on potential fishing opportunities will be provided via separate fishery notices. 

A reminder that opportunities to harvest Chum Salmon for commercial, recreational, and First Nations Food, Social, 

and Ceremonial purposes in the Fraser River mainstem will be constrained by management objectives for Interior 

Fraser Steelhead, a population of concern presently co-migrating with Chum Salmon in the Fraser River. Commercial 

Chum fisheries in marine areas will also be constrained by management objectives for Interior Fraser Steelhead. 

Moving window closures are in place for all salmon fisheries located along the migratory route of Thompson and 

http://www.pacfish.ca/testfish/home.htm
https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/fraser/albion-eng.html
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/41293824.pdf
https://notices.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fns-sap/index-eng.cfm?pg=view_notice&DOC_ID=335635&ID=all
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Chilcotin River Steelhead, including Southern BC marine waters 

and the Fraser River and tributaries downstream of Thompson and 

Chilcotin River Steelhead spawning areas, as outlined in the 

2025/2026 South Coast Salmon IFMP. Harvest opportunities in all 

fisheries will be planned in line with these management measures.  

While no additional in-season updates are planned at this time, we 

will continue to closely monitor Chum Salmon catch at the Albion 

test fishery over the coming days. Should new information indicate 

the need to update the current run size and timing estimate, 

additional updates will be provided. 

Other In-Season Meetings: 
In-season communications between DFO, First Nations, 
Recreational and Commercial fleets take place to share 
information during the fishing season. If you would like to 
receive an invite to the meeting series, please follow-up with 
the respective DFO Manager. 
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2025 Management Measures:  
Below are links to fishery notices announcing 2025 management measures for Fraser River Chinook salmon. 
Fishing for salmon is closed at the mouth of the Fraser River and in the Fraser River tidal and non-tidal waters 
effective January 1 each year. Details are at the DFO Area 29 Salmon webpage. 

FN0107 – Recreational Salmon - Chinook - Strait of Juan de Fuca - Portions of Areas 19 and 20 - management 
measures - March 1, 2025  
FN0289 – RECREATIONAL Salmon - Chinook - Areas 11 to 20, 111, and Subareas 29-1 to 29-5 and 29-8 - Non 
Retention - Effective April 1, 2025  
FN0299 –  RECREATIONAL - Salmon - Chinook Management Measures - West Coast of Vancouver Island - Area 
121 and Areas 123 to 127- Effective April 1, 2025 
FN0324– RECREATIONAL Salmon - Chinook - Southern BC waters: Vancouver Area and Fraser River - Area 28 
and portions of Area 29 - Reminder of Fraser Chinook Management Measures - April 1, 2025 
FN0312 – RECREATIONAL - Salmon - Chinook - Portions of Areas 12, 13, and 15 to 20 - Chinook Management 
Measures - Effective April 1, 2025 

 

2025-26 IFMP:  
The 2025-26 Southern BC Salmon Integrated Fisheries Management Plan (IFMP) has been released and may be 

accessed online here: https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/41293824.pdf 

The IFMP outlines management policies, specific management objectives, and decision guidelines for a wide range of 

fisheries and anticipated opportunities for First Nations, recreational and commercial fisheries. These plans were 

developed through consultation with First Nations and stakeholder representatives. This document will be used by 

DFO to guide southern BC salmon management between July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/rec/tidal-maree/a-s29-eng.html
https://notices.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fns-sap/index-eng.cfm?pg=view_notice&DOC_ID=316033&ID=all
https://notices.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fns-sap/index-eng.cfm?pg=view_notice&DOC_ID=318820&ID=all
https://notices.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fns-sap/index-eng.cfm?pg=view_notice&DOC_ID=318940&ID=all
https://notices.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fns-sap/index-eng.cfm?pg=view_notice&DOC_ID=319249&ID=all
https://notices.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fns-sap/index-eng.cfm?pg=view_notice&DOC_ID=319088&ID=all
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/41293824.pdf
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FSC In-River Management Actions  

 
FSC Indigenous in-season fisheries information is available online at:  
 
https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/fraser/index-eng.html#indigenous  

 

Catch Information  

If you are looking for updates to catch information, the most current catch reports are available online at: 

http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/fraser/index-eng.html 

To receive a weekly harvest report for the fishing areas upstream of Sawmill Creek, please contact Cynthia 
Breau (Cynthia.Breau@dfo-mpo.gc.ca) tel: (250) 256-2652 to be added to her mailing list. 

South Coast Sport Catch Bulletin – to be added to the distribution list, please contact Aswea Porter 
(Aswea.Porter@dfo-mpo.gc.ca). These are produced monthly from June to September. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/fraser/index-eng.html#indigenous
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/fraser/index-eng.html
mailto:Cynthia.Breau@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:Kristopher.Hein@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Interior Fraser River Coho Window Closure IFMP p.378  

 

Interior Fraser River Steelhead Window Closure IFMP p. 582 
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Map of Fishing Areas within the Fraser River Watershed 
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BC Drought Update 

Follow this link to review the current summary of drought conditions provided by Provincial government B.C. 

Drought Information Portal. The table attached below is from the website and was last updated October 30th, 2025. 

 

 

For more information / details, you can review these additional Provincial drought resources. See links below:  

B.C. River Forecast Centre Conditions Map  

Drought and Watershed Watch Map  

 

https://droughtportal.gov.bc.ca/
https://droughtportal.gov.bc.ca/
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/Real-time_Data/RFC_Conditions_Map.html
https://droughtportal.gov.bc.ca/pages/drought-map

